
Pastor’s Page: Liturgy – The Work of the People –(adapted from Liturgy 
Magazine)  
 
      Do you have in your imagination a vision of beautiful, prayerful liturgy 
being celebrated?  Perhaps it was a Christmas Mass or Holy Thursday night 
or an Easter Vigil or Thanksgiving Day Mass. Almost all of us have had the 
experience of a liturgy well celebrated. 
      It seems to me that these mountaintop experiences, where all who 
celebrate are of one mind and one heart, must be treasured in our memories. 
 
      Prayerful, uplifting celebrations of Mass have these ingredients. All the 
people in church: 
1 - Listen so attentively at the altar of the Word of God that even their children 
stop and listen.  These people are listening to the truth about God’s love, and 
they are listening for that truth. They are fully engaged in the work of 
attentive listening: like travelers waiting for the announcement that they're 
delayed flight is ready for boarding.  
      They listen because they believe God is speaking.  Jesus is speaking in the 
gospel-and they are waiting for their own name to be called. 
 
2 - These believers pray fervently not only for their own salvation, but for the 
salvation of the world.  Their prayers are one with the chanted and spoken 
prayers of their priest.  The priest is the one chosen from among them, to 
speak their common prayer aloud.  Their singing of their prayer is full-
bodied, everyone joins in, and the voice of the community fills the holy place. 
When they are silent, it is a pregnant silence, filled with the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
3 - At that mountaintop liturgy experience, the people of God are comfortable.  
Comfortable with one another and in the presence of the Lord.  Their faces 
radiate their joy. They are happy to be praying. 
 
 4 - Whenever we gather for Mass, we need to have readily available in our 
imaginations, the beauty of a well-celebrated liturgy.  The Second Vatican 
Council calls us to “full, active, conscious, participation” by everyone.  Such 
prayer is an experience of heaven on earth. The beauty of good liturgy is not 
only dependent on the priest and the ministers; and not even on the quality of 
the music.   
      While it's true that the ability of the priest to preside over the people’s 
prayer and the music ministers ability to lead, support, and enhance 



everyone's sung prayer does make a difference. But it's not the priest or the 
music that makes the most difference.  
      What makes the most difference are the people, the people around us. It 
makes a great difference whether or not we and they are participating in the 
prayer of the moment. It makes a great difference whether we are participating 
with our whole hearts and minds, and voices. What draws you into this kind of 
full, conscious, and active participation? 
 
Peace, Father Bruce 
 


